Blog 1st to 3rd July 

Last night John had the great idea of aiming for Caraminas (just over 2.5 days sail at 6kts) rather than Coruna ( 2.5 days sail ) or Vigo (3 days sail). We should then be able to get to either Vigo or Bayona in a single day and have only 60 miles to sail as opposed to 100 miles from Coruna. There is a new marina there and one can get in easily at night.

So we set sail at 0700 hrs to sail the 370 miles outside the Rez de Chaussee buoy, using the forecast SE winds to get west and then the northerly winds south. Wind as forecast and we soon bombing along at 8 knots - quite rough as wind 15- 17 knots but J survives without seasickness. Soon wind starts to turn NE and at 2100hrs we put the engine on to motor until daylight Wednesday. Jib unfurled, then gennaker and soon spinnaker. Cracking along at times and keeping up to our target speed of 6 knots to get into Caraminas by 1900 hrs Thursday. Motor after nearly broaching with spinnaker and wind falling light at 2200hrs. Sail again at first light of 0500hrs.

Arrive Caraminas on target after 59 hrs at sea , 18 hrs with either genny or spinny up, 19 hrs motoring and the rest under jib. Not bad for a 2 man crew!! Would have been better if wind had gone round to NNW as forecast rather than NNE where itstubbornly stayed. Excellent meal at yacht club and meet up with Scots couple with professional crew aiming for Gibraltar. She takes the bus between ports!!

Off tomorrow Friday for Vigo where the girls should be! Repaired autopilot by drying it out - thank goodness for chart plotter control which made the trip possible - not so steering with only 2 otherwise 
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